Sunday 21st December 2025
Mass Intentions.

Tourlestrane church
Sunday 21st December: 10.30am: Pake & Kathleen Walsh
Monday 22nd December: No Mass
Tuesday 23rd December: 9.30am
Wednesday 24th December; 7pm For the Living
Thursday 25™ December: 12noon For the Living
Friday 26™ December: 7pm Tommie Durkin
Saturday 27th December: No Mass
Sunday 28th December: 10.30am:

Kilmactigue church
Saturday 20th December: 7pm Tom Kennedy
Sunday 21st December: No Mass
Monday 22nd December: 9.30am
Tuesday 23rd December: No Mass
Wednesday 24th December: 9pm
Thursday 25™ December: 10.45am For the Living
Friday 26™ December: No Mass
Saturday 27" December: 7pm
Sunday 28™ December: No Mass

Lough Talt church

Sunday 21st December. 9.20am : James & Nellie Curley, their daughter
Mary & son Peter.

Thursday 25™ December. 9.15am For the Living
Sunday 28th December: 9.20am : For the Living

First reading
Isaiah 7:10-14
The maiden is with child



The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself
coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.” ‘No,” Ahaz
answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’

Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men
without trying the patience of my God, too?

The Lord himself, therefore,

will give you a sign.

It is this: the maiden is with child

and will soon give birth to a son

whom she will call Immanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us.””

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 23(24):1-6
Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory.

The Lord’s 1s the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.

It 1s he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm.

Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory.

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?

The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things.

Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory.

He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob.

Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory.

Second reading
Romans 1:1-7
Our apostolic mission is to preach the obedience of faith to
all pagan nations



From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an apostle, and
specially chosen to preach the Good News that God promised long ago through
his prophets in the scriptures.

This news is about the Son of God who, according to the human nature he took
was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of
the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son of God in all
his power through his resurrection from the dead. Through him we received grace
and our apostolic mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan nations in
honour of his name. You are one of these nations, and by his call belong to Jesus
Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be saints, may
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and peace.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation
Mt1:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,
a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Matthew 1:18-24
How Jesus Christ came to be born

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to
Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man of honour and wanting
to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his
mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because
she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son
and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people
from their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.” When Joseph woke up he did what the
angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.



Offertory Collection
The Offertory Collection for the weekend 14th December was €1,551.40
New Parish Website
The new website for the Parish will be https://www.kilmactigueparish.com/ .It
is live now .

Christmas Confessions

Confessions will be heard by a visiting priest this Sunday 21 December in
Tourlestrane church from 6-7pm.

New Offertory Envelopes
The new Offertory Boxes are available now at the exit of the churches. Please
collect.

Lough Talt Carol Service
Carol Service at Lough Talt Church Monday Evening December 22nd 8pm, An

Evening of Christmas carols and festive refreshments.
All Welcome
Readers Missals 2026
The new Missals for 2026 for readers are now available from Fr John
Recent Deaths

Please pray for Martin Murphy, Stonepark, who died this week. Pray also for
Sean Brennan, Carnagopple, brother of Tommy Brennan who died this week.

Choir Practice In Kilmactigue
There will be a choir practice in Kilmactigue Church on Monday, 22nd December
at 12 noon in preparation for the masses at Christmas. All musicians and singers
welcome.

Christmas Decorations

A suggestion: If you wish to put a decoration on the trees, symbolising your
present to Jesus Christ, please do so!

St Vincent De Paul Collection
Thank you to all who contributed or made a donation to the annual SVDP
collection. The amount collected was €944.03 which will be distributed locally
to anyone in need. The phone number for the local conference 1s 087 3549586.

MARY MITCHELL (NEE CURLEY) MEMORIAL WALK.

The Mitchell and Curley families wish to sincerely thank everyone who took part
in Mary’s memorial walk, to everyone who donated and all that helped in any
way on the day, special thanks to Fr John Glynn for use of church and grounds .
Money raised was €10,855 which was divided between two charities The Sligo
Cancer Support Centre Tubbercurry, and Foxford and District Alzheimer Trust,
each receiving €5455.50 ,we would like to wish everyone a merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

A Christmas Gathering Online:


https://www.kilmactigueparish.com/

Exchanging Stories, Poetry & Meaning - Tuesday, Dec 23rd, two events - choose
from 2pm or 6pm. Duration: 90 mins. Bring your favourite poem/story to
share. Advance booking required on Eventbrite.ie. Any questions? Contact Maria
at 085-8357566, mariakingguidance@gmail.com

Banada Abbey Bingo
Massive Christmas Bingo at Banada Abbey this Tuesday at 8.00pm. Lots and Lots
of extra prizes. Play in the hall or on-line. New Jackpot GAME for €2,000 now on
a S4calls or less. Game 5 Jackpot €1,000 in 40 calls or less. Prize Fund of €10,500
on offer. Lots of additional ways to win in the hall, including an extra Game. Don’t
miss out!!
Mass preparation Rota
A rota 1s being formed in Kilmactigue church for those who will prepare the
church for the celebration of Mass on weekends. The more people who volunteer
will mean we have to do it less often.!
Pastoral message
Bishop Kevin issued a pastoral message providing an update on the amalgamation
of our two dioceses of Achonry and Elphin, Copies of the pastoral message are at
the exits of the churches,
Lough Talt -2026 Calendars
The very sought after 2026 Lough Talt Calendars are now available. This year,
the calendar contains many images of Lough Talt which showcases the ever
changing beauty of the area throughout the four seasons. Calendars cost €10 and
can be purchased at Kennedys shop Aclare, or contact Cian on (087) 9853442 or
Theresia on (087) 9872229. A nice present for those at home!!
Memory Trees
Following on from what has become a lovely tradition, two memory trees will be
blessed & lit in the Sanctuary of Lough Talt Church throughout the Christmas
period. Each name will placed on a hand crafted star & shine bright throughout
the Christmas. Those who wish to have a name included (for both living &
deceased) can do so by placing a name along with €10 in the labelled envelope.
Envelopes can be got at the back of the 3 churches & also at Kennedys shop
Aclare.
Enrolment at Castlerock N.S.
Enrolment is now open at Castlerock N.S. Enrolment forms are available on
request by emailing castlerockns@gmail.com or by contacting the school on
071-9181234 or 086-6096439. Our Admission Policy is available on our
website at www.castlerockns.ie where you can also view life at Castlerock NS!
Drimina NS
Enrolments will close on January 16th 2026. Enrolment forms are available on
request by emailing driminans3@gmail.com or by contacting the school
0719186046. A copy of the school’s Admission Policy is available at:
www.driminans.ie
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Enrolment Now Open at Banada N.S.!
We are delighted to announce that enrolment is now open at Banada National
School for the upcoming school year.

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve: Tourlestrane 7pm,
Christmas Eve: Kilmactigue 9pm
Christmas Day: Lough Talt 9.15am
Christmas Day: Kilmactigue 10.45am
Christmas Day: Tourlestrane 12noon.

Camino

Have you ever dreamed of walking the Camino de Santiago? Breakthrough
Cancer Research are taking on the final 100KM of the 'French Way', Sarria to
Santiago from the 13th - 20th of April 2026 and would love for you to join them.
Many people choose to walk the Camino with Breakthrough Cancer Research for
deeply personal reasons. Some take part to honour a loved one, others to fulfil a
bucket-list dream, and many simply wish to share a meaningful experience with
a friend or partner - all while helping to raise vital, life-saving funds for cancer
research. Starting in the charming town of Sarria, experience camaraderie and
reflection as you walk toward Santiago de Compostela, creating lasting memories
on this historic pilgrimage. For more information, please contact Edel,
edel@breakcancer.ie or phone 021 422 66 55 for more details.

Exodus 90 is a 90-day spiritual program designed for Christian men who wish to
deepen their faith through prayer, fraternity, and self-denial alongside other men.
Participants read the Book of Exodus, listen to reflections, practice self-denial,
and meet weekly. The programme starts Sth of January and runs for 90 days to
Easter Saturday. If you are interested, please call or text Damien at 0861729064
for more information about a local group, or visit www.exodus90.com
(https://www.exodus90.com).

1. Creative Writing. Want to write your memoir? Create poems or stories?
Craft plays or films? Or see your writing on screen or stage?

World class teaching on your doorstep this January 2026. Weds 8-10 from 14 Jan.
Booking - €219.99 / Concessions. 0876007100 www.martinkeaveney.com

2. Give Hope This Christmas with Double the Love: Mary's Meals provides
life-changing school meals to more than 3 million children living in some of the
world's poorest communities. The promise of a good meal brings hungry children
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into the classroom, where they can gain an education and better opportunities for
the future. It costs just €22 to feed a child with Mary's Meals every day for a
school year. Thanks to the Tom Cunningham Trust, donations will be doubled
until 12th January 2026 or until the match funding limit has been
reached. Together, through Double the Love, we can transform the lives of many
more desperately hungry children waiting for Mary's Meals. To donate, go to
www.marysmeals.ie or phone 01 853 5163. Every donation is greatly
appreciated. Thank you.

Parish Safeguarding Handbook.
The Parish Safeguarding handbook is available on
http://achonrydiocese.org/safeguardinghandbook/
Mavka: The Forest Song
Mavka: Free Family friendly screening of the Ukrainian animated film Mavka:
The Forest Song in the Art Deco Theatre, Ballymote Saturday 27" December at
3.45pm . The film will be shown in Ukrainian with English subtitles, making it a
lovely opportunity for cultural sharing and for the wider community to come
together to experience a piece of Ukrainian storytelling. Thanks to generous
support from CYPSC and Ballymote Family Resource Centre, tickets are free,
but must be booked in advance via the booking link on our Facebook page.
Focus Ireland
This Advent and Christmas, Focus Ireland invites parishioners to host a carol
service or festive singalong and help end child homelessness for good. There are
currently over 5000 children and their families experiencing homelessness in
Ireland. Whether it’s a parish choir event, a school performance, or a community
gathering, your carols can help bring hope and dignity to those in need.
Family Carers Ireland
National Charity supporting 500,000+ Family Carers Nationwide - recruiting
Community Homecare Workers to provide support to clients. Flexible work
hours based on availability. Essential Requirements: Qualifications — QQI Care
of The Older Person and Care Skills Modules completed, must have own car and
Full Driving Licence. Please send CV to jobs@familycarers.ie or contact Carol
on 049 8511031 or 086 4183949 for more information.

Confessions
Confessions is available on Friday evenings in Tourlestrane church at 6pm to
6.30pm in the adoration room.
Baptised and Sent
Over the past four years the Irish Church and the Universal Church have been on
a journey of renewal. Numerous gatherings have been held across every Irish
diocese and various other groupings. These gatherings have been carried out in a
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prayerful way in an attempt to listen deeply to where the Holy Spirit is calling us,
the people of God, as we try to respond to the call .The fruit of what emerged
from this extended period of reflection and prayer can be found in the Irish
Synodal Pathway’s document, Baptised and Sent.

Baptised and Sent identifies recurring themes in our conversations. These include
the wound of abuse and the demand for real healing and accountability; the call
of women and men for leadership roles and a recognition of women’s gifts in the
life of the Church; the alienation of young people, many of whom find our
liturgies wearisome and our witness unconvincing; the discomfort, and
sometimes exclusion, felt by LGBTQ+ people; the fatigue of priests carrying too
much on ageing shoulders; and the gnawing sense of a Church that has struggled
to speak credibly into the public square and secular culture.

Date of First Communions
First Communion will be celebrated in Tourlestrane church for the children in
second class from Banada NS and Drimina NS on Saturday 16" May at 11am
First Communion will be celebrated in Lough Talt church for the children in
second class in Castlerock NS on Sunday 24™ May at 11am.
Date of Confirmation.
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated with Bishop Kevin Doran in
Tourlestrane church on Friday 8" May at 4pm.
Altar Servers.
Thanks to the boys and girls who have volunteered to be altar servers this year.
Children’s Choir.
It was good to see the children’s choir beginning rehearsals for the new year.
Encourage your children to take an active part in the work of our parish
community.
Achonry Pioneers
Achonry Pioneer Total Abstinence Association If anyone in the parish would like
to receive their Silver, Gold or Diamond Pioneer pin or become a member, please
email achonrypioneers@gmail.com or contact Thomas at 087-2344338
Dementia Support Worker
Join Our Caring Team! Dementia Support Worker (Care in the
Community) Looking for meaningful, flexible work? We’re seeking
compassionate, honest, reliable people to support individuals living with
dementia in their own homes in Co. Mayo
Locations: All throughout Co. Mayo
What You'll Do: Offer companionship and social connection. Assist with daily
living activities. Support meaningful activities. Give primary carers a well-
deserved break.
Flexible hours — work around your schedule! Make a real difference, one visit
at a time.
Essentials: QQI Level 5 modules in Care Skills & Care of the Older Person
Desirable: Previous experience in caring / QQI Level 5 in Health Care
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Interested? Get in touch today! 094 93 64900 or email
careers(@westernalzheimers.ie

Tusla, Meitheal.
Meitheal is a Tusla led process for children and families who may need support.
Meitheal enables families to identify what is working well and not so well in their
child or young person’s life and work towards changes they would like to see

happen for their child or young person. For more information on Meitheal please
contact 0876562844 or email

Rite & Reason: True growth can be found in a Church faithful to the mission given to it
by Jesus Christ

As someone who is serving as a bishop in today’s Ireland, I am painfully aware that many
people no longer look to the Church as being significant in their lives in the way they once did.
From my experience of pastoral ministry for over 28 years, I am also mindful of the existential
questions deep within many hearts at this time of volatility in the world and our society.

In response to these realities, the Irish Catholic Bishops in 2021 invited people to reflect upon
the question: “What is God asking of the Church in Ireland at this time?” It was envisaged that
the Irish Church would explore this question and it would lead to an assembly or assemblies
where the fruits of the reflection could be teased out together and guide us along the road of
renewal.

Coincidentally, shortly after the Irish Bishops’ announcement, the late Pope Francis called on
the Universal Church to set out on the Synodal Pathway under the headings, “Communion,
Participation and Mission”.

The word “synodal” has been somewhat difficult to grapple with as it is unfamiliar language
to many. In essence, it means “walking together”. By calling on the Universal Church to “walk
together” on this journey, Pope Francis invited us, as brothers and sisters in Christ, to open our
hearts to the Holy Spirit and discern how we can enter into deeper communion with one another
and to encourage more participation in the life of the Church.

All of this was to be carried out in the context of the mission given to each one of us in Baptism.
Even though many saw this as something new, in essence Pope Francis’s dream of a synodal
Church was not something novel, as it is firmly rooted in the vision of the Second Vatican
Council (1962-1965). One of the major themes emerging out of the Council was the model of
Church as the “people of God”. “Synodality” is a living out of this model in the day-to-day
reality of the Church’s life and mission.

With this as a backdrop, over the past four years the Irish Church and the Universal Church
have been on a journey of renewal. Numerous gatherings have been held across every Irish
diocese and various other groupings. These gatherings have been carried out in a prayerful way
in an attempt to listen deeply to where the Holy Spirit is calling us, the people of God, as we
try to respond to the call of the Gospel today.
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The fruit of what emerged from this extended period of reflection and prayer can be found in
the Irish Synodal Pathway’s document, Baptised and Sent. This was discussed by a gathering
of 240 lay, religious and clerical delegates from the four corners of the country last weekend
at a pre-Synodal assembly in Kilkenny. It affirms the many challenges we face but also the
great possibilities.

Baptised and Sent identifies recurring themes in our conversations. These include the wound
of abuse and the demand for real healing and accountability; the call of women and men for
leadership roles and a recognition of women’s gifts in the life of the Church; the alienation of
young people, many of whom find our liturgies wearisome and our witness unconvincing; the
discomfort, and sometimes exclusion, felt by LGBTQ+ people; the fatigue of priests carrying
too much on ageing shoulders; and the gnawing sense of a Church that has struggled to speak
credibly into the public square and secular culture.

In response, some within the Church are calling for radical reform, while others prioritise
caution and fidelity to more traditional ways. Between invitation and expectation, between
renewal and continuity, the tension is real.

However, Baptised and Sent offers us hope. It proposes Baptism as the great unifying
paradigm; the truth that every Christian, lay or ordained, is equally valued, called and sent on
mission. Flowing from this, seven Spirit-led priorities have emerged from our four years of
listening to and reflecting with people in our parishes. Namely, they are: belonging, co-
responsibility and lay ministry, family, formation and catechesis, healing, women, and youth.

These priorities point to a Church that is faithful to the mission given to it by Jesus Christ. They
point to a Church that welcomes, that listens, that challenges, that shares leadership, that
accompanies families, that forms disciples, that heals wounds, that cherishes and empowers
women and men and engages with young people.

Our recent gathering in Kilkenny was another step on this journey together, challenging us to
respond to these priorities with courage. It was a prelude to the first National Synodal Assembly
which will take place in October, 2026.

Karl Rahner, the late German theologian, reminds us: “Any attempt to look into the future is
difficult and inevitably comes up against what is obscure and vague; but such a look into the
distance is necessary if we are not to be cowards, remaining comfortably stuck in the present
and only passively awaiting the future. But this glance into the future can be one of faith and
hope.”

As the Irish Catholic Church glances into the future, may it do so with courage, “without
remaining comfortably stuck in the present”. We are called as a community of disciples to set
out without fear, to rediscover the joy and the challenge of the Gospel.

May this continuing journey of renewal, despite its struggles, questions and sometimes
frustrations, enable us to witness Christ’s message of love, hope and joy in the new reality of
today. As we take this road together, may it open up new possibilities for mission and
engagement with faith in a world where many are asking soul-searching questions in a
fragmented age.

Bishop Paul Dempsey is Auxiliary Bishop of Dublin
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